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SECRET 

PAGE 01 TEGUCI 04374 122209Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

095590 122210Z/73 

O 1221 17Z SEP 78 
FM AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1522 
INFO AMEMBASSY BOGOTA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MANAGUA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MEXICO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY SAN IOSE IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR IMMEDIATE 

SECRET TEGUCIGALPA 4374 

EXDIS 

FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY VARY FROM CHARGE 


Message Text 


EO 11652 XGDS-3 
TAGS: PINT, NU, HO 

SUBJECT: CENTRAL AMERICAN MEDIATION INITIATIVE 


REF: (A) TEGUCIGALPA 4345, (B) STATE 229639 

1 . COSTA RICAN AMBASSADOR FEDERICO ALVAREZ DROPPED BY EMBASSY LATE 
MORNING SEPT 12 TO INFORM US VENEZUELA HAD AGREED TO A WEEK’S POST 
PONEMENT OF VOTE IN OAS AT CARAZO'S REQUEST, AND THAT HONDURAN 
REPRESENTATIVE HAD BEEN GIVEN INSTRUCTIONS TO SUPPORT GOV MOTION. 


2. NEVERTHELESS. ALVAREZ EXPRESSED HIS VERY SERIOUS CONCERN THAT 
TIME FOR ACTION SLIPPING AWAY, EVEN WITH POSTPONEMENT. HE SAID GOH 
HAD NOT YET NAMED EMISSARY TO SOMOZAIND VOICED OPINION GOH HAS 
NOT GRASPED URGENCY OF ISSUE. ASKED IF PERHAPS NEW GOVERNMENT WAS 
NOT FOCUSING ON PROBLEM, ALVAREZ REPLIED, "NO, THEY DON’T 
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UNDERSTAND IT.” 


3. FOREIGN MINISTER PALMA WHO ONLY GOVERNMENT LEADER WITH PREVIOUS 
DIPLOMATIC EXPERIENCE HAS BEEN UNAVAILABLE SINCE EARLY MONDAY DUE 
CABINET MEETINGS. ACCORDING ALVAREZ, HE NOT EVEN AVAILABLE TO VICE 
FOREIGN MINISTER HERNANDEZ. CHARGE CALLING HERNANDEZ NOW TO FOLLOW- 
UP COSTA RICAN VISIT AND URGE HONDURAN SUPPORT FOR CENTRAL AMERICAN 
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INITIATIVE, AS WELL AS APPOINTMENT OF EMISSARY. MEANTIME, AMBASSADOR 
ALVAREZ IS SEEKING TO SEE FOREIGN MINISTER TO PLEA FOR TIMELY ACTION. 
AMBASSADOR ALVAREZ IS ANXIOUS THAT WE NOT GET AHEAD OF HIM IN GOCR 
APPROACHES TO GOH AND HAS PROMISED INFORM US PROMPTLY OF HIS APPROACH 
TO FONMIN PALMA. 

RONDON 
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